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DESPATCH & COURIER

ALLADIN XTRAVAGANZA, An _scerie of ‘Michael Jackson and
IN XTRAVA ZA, An _scerie of ;Michael Jacl

:ceA Productions presentation, Madonna — all landing in 30!:?:}:

directed by Rael Padamsee, open-  with Alladin and his MTV Monkey!

s o of ¢ characters
ingtomorrow at Sophia Bhabha. ::grﬁ) ?:eolfﬂf‘::;‘ty aheaa?? s

1ERE'S a fairytale with a differ- o0 ' like mother Twanky and the
ence coming your way. It's Emperor of China, and Smokey the
- Alladin Xtravaganza; And it's upda- Dragon... _ 86
ted. There's the MTV Monkey and a The show premiers tomorrow 4.
- washing machine, symbols of p-m. and Sunday, ‘11 ‘a.m. at the

s ol e With ,Co‘[ouré'gc'tionj;

tnoo

Rs. 1.50 !
one paisa-goes to charity s

.

-today’s high-tech tune up. It's a fun- Sophia Bhabha Theatre.

danza-bonanza written by Bubbles

+'Gursahani & Rehaan Engineer, pre-
sented under the Ace Productions
banner which is committed to the
promotion of ‘live entertainment’,

The production has: stemmed

- from The Little Actor’s Club, giving
<. children an _Opportunity to get up

#~dIETe 0N stage in 3 big way, which is

—K.R.

g L'Indlgn Express
?J@URSDAY DECEMBER 2 1993

; A modern taj

Aladdin Xtravaganza
Dir: Raej) Padamsee

tale

and his daughter So Shy (An-
jana Sanjana). And, of course,
where would Aladdin be with-
out the Genie of the Lamp, a

4 ]CI;ILDREN cool cat guy played by Cyrus
: — ‘ really have plen- Broacha.
8 Ambika Sanjana ty going for The main value of the play

great!

C"It’s the firs time workshop kids
will be 80ing up on the professional
Slage to sing and dance and act,"”

. .Says Raell Padamsee, referring, to_

this her latest muysica] extravaganza '
for and by children — and adults

Nt':'vine Godiwalla,

< 11e whole play jg 8eared towards |
self-expression and - pop. '

. " i
conforming, Says Raell, "it’s ye

,!mpqnar!t for children-tq set their '
Imaginations free ang express them-

Friday, August

selve; withqut any major restraining
and constraining factors, "

So here we haye the classic taje of
Alladin alongside the contemporary

5, 1994

| A scene fror

) Alladin Strikes  Again

them these days,
with yet another
kid’s show. It’s
. the story of
Aladdin - but not quite! There’s
a difference.

In the first Place, it’s up-
dated, with a rather hep Alad-
din (Vishal Dhandhia) and his
friend Danny, the MTV monk-
ey (Advait Hazrat). We have
Aladdin’s mother, Widow
Twanky, played by Kavita
Sahni, who’s 2 thoroughly mod-
. ern laundress, washing

machines and all. We encounter -

Emperor Fat Hakka Noodle
Chow Mein (Kunal Vijaykar)

Wwas the fact that it gave the
youngsters of Rael] Padamsee’s
Little Actor’s Club a chance to
act on the professional stage.
The play also had very inge-
nious set, designed by Mita
Bhagat and executed' by
Rehmatali apg Sameer of
Showbiz which allowed for
numerous changes of scenery
with fluent ease. There were
dances (choreographed by
Veena Dhandhia), mood light-
ing, and a liberal use of smoke
machines which enveloped one
ekl . S

Kamala Ramcl_tanddni

fternoon

Rs. 1.50
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children sweets,

- Aladdin was. In the

B Kamala Ram_chan_danl ;
® ALLADIN STRIKES AGan,
directed by Raell Padamsee, pre-
sented Qy the Little Actors Club.

é

HE Little
Raell Pad

Actor’s Club run by
amsee and her group

= month, and
have put on a bi hngugl foillliol\;(r)umpb(;; 66th. "In all the schools | have
4 taught, discipline is important, and |
teach it twice 3 day, daily," says this

Alladin, he Strikes Again
this ti;ne. Htlz has l:leardh
magic lamp plus genie are ere, and ey :
where  the lampgg?)ies, there goes harmless I;Ptler",-—_theres
Alladin, followed by wicked Uncle irony there! — I will
Abanazer (Kunal Vijaykar), and Aunt
Uggles (Kavita Sahnj).

that the

¢

y

#
b

tickets to blockbuster
Park” if they could tell the g
course of the
hqol_yvmch.

has changed 65 teachers in ope
s Broacha is the

search we are led to a SC|

BASICALLY A

Sitting in the audience one was
confronted by the latter Pair offering
lates, two

aspiring to be Terminator 2 or Scien- r
tists who  will destroy the Whole production of Alladin and jts prede-

g teach you to
love, not to destroy." Hijs pupils

seem to be particularly destructive,

ITHEATRE (—

BASH!

The major difference between this

world: The message of love andshar-  cessor wag that the accent this time
ing is, however, brought home to lay more on the children, which js aj]
them by Aladdin_ to th
Post Interval, Cyrus Broacha takes them pt
overas compere, and ends upin Bol.  were enjoying themselves under the
lywood — after 2 string of Party
Quirks a la Clive Anderson — andall were used to the minimum!
the latest Hindi film songs are part of

the gon'hgs on. Broacha Rimself has seemed.to have a 800d time at what
any avatars. Here he is a Bolly-  was basically a ‘bash’. They perched
wood Biggie Director, encouraging on the end of the Stage and had to be

€ good. There were plenty of
up there onstage, and they

spotlight. ~ And smoke machines

All-in-al] the kids in the audience

the ridiculous, evoking the Indian repeated]  coaxed bac_k to their seats

set-scene: "Look into the came- by Broacha. But the storyline was

I3, it’s a very emotiona] scene, Iwant loosely structured, and Vishal Dhan:

emotion, I want passion, [ want eve- diya, who definitely has the makings

& a very romantic scene!” ofa fine little actor, could have been

Second time round the dialogue given more scope in the lead role,

goes like this; "Imagine you are near But let’s face t, Children’s theatre

a lake, she is running away from for and by children ijs where the
t

you... Ole ole... Lights! Camera!" action’s a




